
Turkish Journal of Electrical Engineering and Computer Sciences Turkish Journal of Electrical Engineering and Computer Sciences 

Volume 24 Number 4 Article 15 

1-1-2016 

Modeling and control of a 6-control-area interconnected power Modeling and control of a 6-control-area interconnected power 

system to protect the network frequency applying different system to protect the network frequency applying different 

controllers controllers 

NGOCKHOAT NGUYEN 

QI HUANG 

THI-MAI-PHUONG DAO 

Follow this and additional works at: https://journals.tubitak.gov.tr/elektrik 

 Part of the Computer Engineering Commons, Computer Sciences Commons, and the Electrical and 

Computer Engineering Commons 

Recommended Citation Recommended Citation 
NGUYEN, NGOCKHOAT; HUANG, QI; and DAO, THI-MAI-PHUONG (2016) "Modeling and control of a 
6-control-area interconnected power system to protect the network frequency applying different 
controllers," Turkish Journal of Electrical Engineering and Computer Sciences: Vol. 24: No. 4, Article 15. 
https://doi.org/10.3906/elk-1403-78 
Available at: https://journals.tubitak.gov.tr/elektrik/vol24/iss4/15 

This Article is brought to you for free and open access by TÜBİTAK Academic Journals. It has been accepted for 
inclusion in Turkish Journal of Electrical Engineering and Computer Sciences by an authorized editor of TÜBİTAK 
Academic Journals. For more information, please contact academic.publications@tubitak.gov.tr. 

https://journals.tubitak.gov.tr/elektrik
https://journals.tubitak.gov.tr/elektrik/vol24
https://journals.tubitak.gov.tr/elektrik/vol24/iss4
https://journals.tubitak.gov.tr/elektrik/vol24/iss4/15
https://journals.tubitak.gov.tr/elektrik?utm_source=journals.tubitak.gov.tr%2Felektrik%2Fvol24%2Fiss4%2F15&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://network.bepress.com/hgg/discipline/258?utm_source=journals.tubitak.gov.tr%2Felektrik%2Fvol24%2Fiss4%2F15&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://network.bepress.com/hgg/discipline/142?utm_source=journals.tubitak.gov.tr%2Felektrik%2Fvol24%2Fiss4%2F15&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://network.bepress.com/hgg/discipline/266?utm_source=journals.tubitak.gov.tr%2Felektrik%2Fvol24%2Fiss4%2F15&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://network.bepress.com/hgg/discipline/266?utm_source=journals.tubitak.gov.tr%2Felektrik%2Fvol24%2Fiss4%2F15&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://doi.org/10.3906/elk-1403-78
https://journals.tubitak.gov.tr/elektrik/vol24/iss4/15?utm_source=journals.tubitak.gov.tr%2Felektrik%2Fvol24%2Fiss4%2F15&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
mailto:academic.publications@tubitak.gov.tr


Turk J Elec Eng & Comp Sci

(2016) 24: 2205 – 2219

c⃝ TÜBİTAK
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Abstract:Modern and large power systems, which are normally composed of several interconnected generating stations

(multiarea), have complex and diverse structures in practice. It is necessary to deal with the automatic generation

control to ensure the stability, continuity, and economy of the generation schedule in a power grid. For the automatic

generation control strategy, the most important goal is to protect the network frequency from load variations, which can

appear randomly in any area. As a result, it is essential to design efficient controllers applied to multiarea interconnected

power systems in order to maintain the network frequency at the nominal values (50 Hz or 60 Hz), and keep the tie-line

power flow at the scheduled MW.

In this paper, we first analyze and build a model of the 6-control-area interconnected power system as the

typical case study. Subsequently, different frequency controllers based on tie-line bias control strategy, namely integral,

proportional–integral, proportional–integral–derivative, and PI-based fuzzy logic, will be investigated and applied to the

power system model. The most important control performances, such as overshoots and settling times, are considered

in this study to evaluate the stability of the power system and choose the most suitable controller for maintaining the

network frequency.

The simulation results have been achieved by using MATLAB/Simulink package version 2013 in this work.

According to these results, the maximum overshoots of the PI-based fuzzy logic controller are from 36.56% to 90.13%,

and its settling times are from 19.00% to 98.26% in comparison with the other regulators in the given control power

system. Therefore, the PI-based fuzzy logic controller has been chosen as the best control solution to bring the grid

frequency back to its nominal value as quickly as possible after occurrence of load variations.

Key words: Interconnected power system, deviation, frequency, tie-line power, I, PI, PID, fuzzy logic

1. Introduction

In a modern and large power system, a lot of generating stations are interconnected by tie-lines to exchange

MW among them. These stations are also defined as generating areas (or control areas). During the operation

of the above multiarea interconnected power system, loads at any station can appear randomly and changeably

based on the behavior of users; thus the frequency in the network will deviate from the nominal values (50 Hz

or 60 Hz). Because of the close relationship between the frequency and the active power in a network, this

deviation causes a change in the generation demand [1,2]. Therefore, it is necessary to establish robust load

∗Correspondence: khoatnn@epu.edu.vn
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frequency control strategies to regulate the automatic generation in an interconnected power system [3–5]. In

general, the main roles of these control strategies are to maintain the stability of the system frequency and

tie-line power to ensure the optimal and economical generation of a power network in reality.

In order to achieve the above control objectives, three control strategies, namely flat frequency, flat tie-

line power, and tie-line bias control schemes, can be applied. According to [2], flat frequency controllers are

only applied effectively for a case of a power system composed of a very small generating area and a very

large network. It is a fact that load changes in the much smaller area may not significantly impact on the

whole system frequency. This leads to limited applications of this control technique due to the complexity and

diversity of the modern and large power systems nowadays. On the other hand, flat tie-line power controllers

can only be used in combination with flat frequency controllers. However, the obtained control results still do

not reach the desired performances. For the best choice, the tie-line bias control strategy has been used widely,

practically, and efficiently to achieve the required control objectives. In principle, this control strategy uses the

combination of both the frequency and tie-line power deviations, namely, area control errors (ACEs), as input

signals [6,7]. As a result, these deviations can be reduced under permissible tolerances. Moreover, the first

two control strategies as mentioned above are only the particular and limited cases of the tie-line bias control

scheme when the bias reaches zero and infinite values, respectively. Hence, the third control strategy covers all

of the dominant characteristics of the previous methods.

In fact, 2 types of controllers based on the tie-line bias control strategy have been applied, namely con-

ventional and intelligent controllers. Traditionally, conventional controllers using the integral (I), proportional–

integral (PI), or proportional–integral–derivative (PID) regulators are initially used to damp the transients of

both the network frequency and tie-line power deviations. However, when applying these controllers, control

systems have only obtained very poor performances, such as high overshoots and long settling times, which

have strongly affected the operation and stability of the system [8–10]. To overcome these drawbacks, intelli-

gent controllers using modern control techniques [11–14], e.g., fuzzy logic (FL), have been investigated widely

in recent years. By using the FL controllers, the above control performances can be significantly improved in

order to achieve the desired characteristics.

In this paper, different controllers, namely, I, PI, PID, and PI-based FL, are successfully investigated and

compared to demonstrate the effectiveness of the tie-line bias control strategy used in the working frequency

maintenance of a power system. A 6-control-area nonreheat interconnected power system is built as a typical

case study to apply the above controllers. The definition of a control area has been used to imply that each

generating area includes not only a generator but also several generators connected in parallel to supply the

power demand. These generators can be treated as a coherent group or an equivalent generator to establish the

frequency control strategies. From the evaluation of simulation results obtained by using the MATLAB/Simulink

package, PI-based FL controllers are selected as an efficient solution to the given control issue.

In the next section of this paper, the model of a 6-control-area interconnected power system will be

built corresponding to the tie-line bias control strategy. Section 3 then presents the application of different

controllers, namely conventional and intelligent controllers, based on the proposed control scheme. Finally,

simulation results and discussions will be given in the following 2 sections to evaluate and choose the most

efficient controller to stabilize the network frequency.
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2. Modeling of a 6-control-area interconnected power system

In the context of this work, a typical case study of a multiarea interconnected power system consisting of 6

generating areas will be designed. Figure 1 shows simple architectures of a 6-control-area interconnected power

system. As shown in Figures 1a and 1b, each control area is interconnected with 2, 3, or 4 other areas to exchange

the power demand. Figure 1c describes the other case where only the 6th control area is interconnected with

each other area to exchange the scheduled MW. In Figure 1d, each generating area is interconnected with 5

other areas; hence load changes can appear randomly at any area, and affect the local frequencies as well as the

tie-line power flows. As a result, the frequency and tie-line power deviations generated need to be damped by

applying effective controllers in each area.

Area 

#4

46

Tie-line

P

14

T
ie

-l
in

e
P 16

T
ie-lin

e

P

Area

#1

Area

#4

Area

#2

Area

#3

Area

#6

Area

#5

Area

#2

Area

#3

Area

#4

Area

#5
Area

#6

Area

#1

25

Tie-line

P
35

Tie-line

P

Area

#4

Area

#4

Area

#5

Area

#5

Area

#1

Area

#1

Area

#2

Area

#2

Area

#3

Area

#3

Area

#6

Area

#6

(a) (b)

(c) (d)

24

T
ie

-l
in

e
P 36

T
ie-lin

e

P

45

T
ie

-l
in

e

P

56

T
ie-lin

e
P

1
6

T
ie

-l
in

e

P

46

T
ie-lineP

36T
ie

-li
ne

P

56

Tie-lin
e

P26

Tie-line
P

56

Tie-line

P

Figure 1. 6-control-area interconnected power system models: (a) Control areas #1, #2, and #3 are interconnected with

2 other areas; (b) Each control area is interconnected with 3 other control areas; (c) Control area #6 is interconnected

with each other control area; (d) Each control area is interconnected with each other control area.
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In this work, tie-line bias control based controllers are used for each area to solve this problem [1–5]. For

the typical case study, the fourth architecture of the power grid as indicated in Figure 1d is used in this work.

The other cases can also be implemented in a similar manner. The corresponding structure of the control area

#i is presented in Figure 2.
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Figure 2. The structure of the control area # i using different controllers.

As mentioned earlier, each control area is simply composed by a group of governors, equivalent turbine-

generator units, and demand loads. The corresponding transfer functions of an equivalent governor and

nonreheat turbine-generator unit in each control area as shown in Figure 2 are expressed below [2]

GGi(s) =
1

s.TGi + 1
(1)

GTGi(s) =
1

s.TTGi + 1
, (2)

where TGi and TTGi , in s , are governor and nonreheat turbine time constants, respectively. To convert the

power deviation of the generator and load into the frequency change [1,2,15], a transfer function corresponding

to the Power System #i block in Figure 2 can be given as follows:

GPi(s) =
Kpi

s.TPi + 1
, (3)

where Kpi , in Hz/pu.MW, and TPi , in s , are the characteristic constants for the ith control area.

In order to use this model in future control strategies, a state space model will be built in this work.

By extending the idea in [2], we can design the corresponding state space model of the given 6-control-area

interconnected power system as expressed in the following equations (in both Laplace and time domains)

∆Fi(s) =
KPi

sTPi + 1
[∆PTGi(s)−∆PDi(s)−∆PTie,i(s)] (4)

∆PTGi(s) =
1

sTTGi + 1
∆PGi(s) (5)
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∆PGi(s) =
1

sTGi + 1

[
∆PUi(s)−

1

Ri
∆Fi(s)

]
(6)

∆Ptie,i(s) =
2π

s

6∑
j=1,j ̸=i

Tij [∆Fi(s)−∆Fj(s)] (7)

∆ḟi(t) =
KPi

TPi

[
− 1

KPi
∆fi(t) + ∆PTGi(t)−∆PDi(t)−∆PTie,i(t)

]
(8)

∆ṖTGi(t) =
1

TTGi
[−∆PTGi(t) + ∆PGi(t)] (9)

∆ṖGi(t) =
1

TGi

[
−∆PGi(t) + ∆PUi(t)−

1

Ri
∆fi(t)

]
(10)

∆Ṗtie,i(t) = 2π

6∑
j=1,j ̸=i

Tij [∆fi(t)−∆fj(t)]. (11)

From (8), (9), (10), and (11), a state space model in a corresponding matrix form can be established as follows:

Ẋ = AX +BU + FD, (12)

where X is a state variable vector,

X =


X1

X2

X3

X4

with



X1 = [∆f1(t), ∆f2(t), ∆f3(t), ∆f4(t), ∆f5(t), ∆f6(t)]
T

X2 = [∆PTG1(t), ∆PTG2(t), ∆PTG3(t), ∆PTG4(t), ∆PTG5(t), ∆PTG6(t)]
T

X3 = [∆PG1(t), ∆PG2(t), ∆PG3(t), ∆PG4(t), ∆PG5(t), ∆PG6(t)]
T

X2 = [∆PTie1(t), ∆PTie2(t), ∆PTie3(t), ∆PTie4(t), ∆PTie5(t), ∆PTie6(t)]
T

;

U is an input signal vector,

U = [PU1(t), PU2(t), PU3(t), PU4(t), PU5(t), PU6(t)]
T
;

D is a vector of load variations,

D = [∆PD1(t),∆PD2(t),∆PD3(t),∆PD4(t),∆PD5(t),∆PD6(t)]
T
;

A,B, F are the state matrices,

A =


A1

A2

A3

A4

 ,

A1 =



−1
TP1

O(1, 5) KP1

TP1
O(1, 11) −KP1

TP1
O(1, 5)

O(1, 1) −1
TP2

O(1, 5) KP2

TP2
O(1, 11) −KP2

TP2
O(1, 4)

O(1, 2) −1
TP3

O(1, 5) KP3

TP3
O(1, 11) −KP3

TP3
O(1, 3)

O(1, 3) −1
TP4

O(1, 5) KP4

TP4
O(1, 11) −KP4

TP4
O(1, 2)

O(1, 4) −1
TP5

O(1, 5) KP5

TP5
O(1, 11) −KP5

TP5
O(1, 1)

O(1, 5) −1
TP6

O(1, 5) KP6

TP6
O(1, 11) −KP6

TP6


;

2209



NGUYEN et al./Turk J Elec Eng & Comp Sci

O(m,n) is am× n zeromatrix;

A2 =



O(1, 6) −1
TTG1

O(1, 5) 1
TTG1

O(1, 11)

O(1, 7) −1
TTG2

O(1, 5) 1
TTG2

O(1, 10)

O(1, 8) −1
TTG3

O(1, 5) 1
TTG3

O(1, 9)

O(1, 9) −1
TTG4

O(1, 5) 1
TTG4

O(1, 8)

O(1, 10) −1
TTG5

O(1, 5) 1
TTG5

O(1, 7)

O(1, 11) −1
TTG6

O(1, 5) 1
TTG6

O(1, 6)


;

A3 =



−1
R1TG1

O(1, 11) −1
TG1

O(1, 11)

O(1, 1) −1
R2TG2

O(1, 11) −1
TG2

O(1, 10)

O(1, 2) −1
R3TG3

O(1, 11) −1
TG3

O(1, 9)

O(1, 3) −1
R4TG4

O(1, 11) −1
TG4

O(1, 8)

O(1, 4) −1
R5TG5

O(1, 11) −1
TG5

O(1, 7)

O(1, 5) −1
R6TG6

O(1, 11) −1
TG6

O(1, 6)


;

A4 =



6∑
k=2

T1k −T12 −T13 −T14 −T15 −T16 O(1, 18)

−T21

6∑
k=1,k ̸=2

T2k −T23 −T24 −T25 −T26 O(1, 18)

−T31 −T32

6∑
k=1,k ̸=3

T3k −T34 −T35 −T36 O(1, 18)

−T41 −T42 −T43

6∑
k=1,k ̸=4

T4k −T45 −T46 O(1, 18)

−T51 −T52 −T53 −T54

6∑
k=1,k ̸=5

T5k −T56 O(1, 18)

−T61 −T62 −T63 −T64 −T65

5∑
k=1

T6k O(1, 18)



;

B =



O(1, 12) 1
TG1

O(1, 11)

O(1, 13) 1
TG2

O(1, 10)

O(1, 14) 1
TG3

O(1, 9)

O(1, 15) 1
TG4

O(1, 8)

O(1, 16) 1
TG5

O(1, 7)

O(1, 17) 1
TG6

O(1, 6)



T

and F =



−KP1

TP1
O(1, 23)

O(1, 1) −KP2

TP2
O(1, 22)

O(1, 2) −KP3

TP3
O(1, 21)

O(1, 3) −KP4

TP4
O(1, 20)

O(1, 4) −KP5

TP5
O(1, 19)

O(1, 5) −KP6

TP6
O(1, 18)



T

.

2210



NGUYEN et al./Turk J Elec Eng & Comp Sci

When applying the tie-line bias control technique, the input of the corresponding controller used for the ith

control area is defined as
ACEi(s) = ∆Ptie,i(s) +Bi.∆Fi(s). (13)

In (13), Bi = Di +
1
Ri

is the frequency bias factor [1–6]; Di, Ri , and ACE i(s) are the load damping factor,

the generator speed regulation, and the area control error of the ith control area, respectively. By using this

definition, only 1 controller is necessary for an area to extinguish the deviations of both the frequency and

tie-line power flow in accordance with the principle of the tie-line bias control. Therefore, this control method

is applied in this work in order to stabilize the network frequency. Figure 3 describes a full model of a 6-control-

area power system built in the MATLAB/Simulink environment. This model will be used for simulation process

as discussed in Section 4 of this paper.

Figure 3. A 6-control-area interconnected power system model built in MATLAB/simulink environment.

3. Tie-line bias control strategy-based controllers

3.1. Conventional controllers

Basically, an integral controller with the gain KIi can be applied to the ith area as 1 conventional regulator.

Based on the tie-line bias control strategy, the principle of this controller can be given as follows:

ui(t) = KIi

∫
ACEi(t)dt =KIi

∫
(∆Ptie,i(t) +Bi.∆fi(t))dt, (14)

Ui(s) =
KIi

s
ACEi(s) =

KIi

s
(∆Ptie,i(s) +Bi.∆Fi(s)) . (15)

In (14) and (15), Ui is the control signal that will be fed to the control area #i . The gain constant of the above

controller, KIi , must be defined to satisfy both conditions of the systematically dynamic response, namely the

fast transient restoration and the low overshoot. According to some studies [3,5,10], the dynamic response of
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this controller is too slow to stabilize multi-interconnected power networks that comprise nonlinear elements.

Consequently, it is essential to improve this controller in order to achieve better control performances.

The second category of conventional controller that can be considered to solve the problem of frequency

maintenance is PID regulator. It is well known that PID controllers have been widely and effectively used in

control systems [16–18]. In addition, they are more useful to be applied in the tie-line bias control strategy for

the frequency stability against the load variations in a power network. Basically, the principle of this controller

is similar to that of the integral regulator as presented below

ui(t) = Kpi.ACEi(t) +KIi

∫ t

0
ACEi(τ)dτ +KDi

d
dtACEi(t)

= Kpi

(
ACEi(t) +

1
TIi

∫ t

0
ACEi(τ)dτ + TDi

d
dtACEi(t)

)
,

(16)

Ui(s) = KPi

(
1 +

1

sTIi
+ sTDi

)
ACEi(s) (17)

where Kpi,KIi,Kdi, TIi , and TDi are proportional, integral, derivative gain factors, integral time, and derivative

time constants, respectively.

According to [18–20], the performance characteristics of a control system are strongly affected by the

above gain coefficients as mentioned below

1. the larger the proportional gain, the smaller the steady state error; however, the control loop also becomes

unstable,

2. the shorter the integral time, the more impetuous the implementation of an integral is, and

3. the larger the derivative coefficient, the more changeable the error becomes.

With these effects, it is essential to consider tuning methods of KP ,KD , and KI in control systems applying PID

controllers [18–22]. In this work, we have used the Ziegler–Nichols method [15,20–23] to tune these coefficients.

By applying this method, the integral and derivative gains are first set to zero values; then the proportional

gain is tuned to reach the value at which the output of the system begins to fluctuate. In the second step,

the derivative gain will be defined with the proportional gain tuned above to make sure that the transient

performances are obtained. In the last step, the integral gain will be fixed with the other factors chosen above

to ensure the steady state characteristic of the control system. Because the derivative action is too sensitive to

reach the steady state, a PI (proportional–integral) controller can be used to replace a PID regulator in a control

system. It is very easy to design a PI controller from a PID regulator by setting a zero derivative coefficient

(KDi = 0). In this study, the performances of such PI controllers applied to the frequency maintenance will

also be presented in comparison with those of the other regulators.

3.2. Intelligent controller

In practice, a large-scale multiarea interconnected power system has nonlinear characteristics; thus a conven-

tional controller should be replaced effectively by an intelligent controller using the FL technique. According to

[3,10,24–26], a FL controller cannot be affected by the parameters of a control system, particularly in a power

network. Moreover, it has the following dominant advantages:

1. it is very efficient to use the incomplete information to make a control decision for the control system,
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2. it is very flexible to make any control decision by applying the FL controller, and

3. FL controllers applied in a control system can provide an effective human machine interface (HMI) for
users.

Since FL controllers may not require the estimation of parameters, these parameters can vary very fast in

a control system. Meanwhile, FL controllers still act effectively to obtain the desired control performances

[10,24,25]. Thus, such FL controllers have been applied more usefully in industrial control systems as well as in

multiarea power networks to carry out frequency stability.

Figure 4 describes the principle of a FL controller used for the ith control area. Based on the tie-line

bias control scheme, there are a total of 6 FL controllers used in the control system. Each FL controller, as

depicted in Figure 4, has been fed by 2 input signals, ace i and the derivative of ace i , dace i, relating to ACE i

and its derivative, dACE i , as described below

i
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Control-
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Model

i
U

i
dU

U
K

i
du

Defuzzi-

fication

Evaluation

of control 

    rules

Fuzzifi-

cation

e
K

de
K

i
ace

i
dace

i
ACE

i
dACE

,tie i
P

Calculate

and evaluate

ACE ,
i i
dACE

Rule base

PI-BASED FUZZY LOGIC

CONTROLLER
Database

Figure 4. The structure of the PI-based FL controller for the control area # i .

acei(t) =
1

Kei
ACEi(t) =

1

Kei
(∆Ptie,i(t) +Bi∆fi(t)) (18)

dacei(t) =
1

Kdei

d

dt
ACEi(t) =

1

Kdei

d

dt
(∆Ptie,i(t) +Bi∆fi(t)) , (19)

where Ke i and Kde i are the correct coefficients corresponding to ACE iand the derivative of ACE i . The output

of the given controller is du i relating to the control signal or the power change reference of the ith control area,

∆Pref, i, by the proportional factor Ku i and the summation (or integral) of dU i (see Figure 4). In general, each

FL controller is an input/output static nonlinear mapping and thus the principle of the proposed FL controller

can be written as follows:
dui(t) = K1.acei(t) +K2.dacei(t); (20)

hence,

ui(t) =

∫
dui(t)dt = K1

∫
acei(t)dt+K2.acei(t), (21)

where K1 and K2 are gain coefficients. From (18), (19), and (21), we can infer the following formulas:

Ui(t) = Kui.u(t) = Kui

[
K1

Kei

∫
ACEi(t)dt+

K2

Kdei
.ACEi(t)

]
(22)

and

Ui(t) = KP .ACEi(t) +KI .

∫
ACEi(t)dt. (23)
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From (23), it can be clearly seen that the principle of the proposed FL controller is similar to that of the PI

regulator as mentioned earlier. As a result, the FL controller used can be defined as a PI-based FL controller

[11,13,27].

Basically, there are three processes of a PI-based FL controller [10–14]: fuzzification, evaluation of control

rule base, and defuzzification, as illustrated in Figure 4. For the control rule base of the above FL controller, a

49-rule base is used in our work. This rule base designed is based on the understanding of the control system

in order to minimize the frequency and tie-line power flow changes. This leads to a simple control rule in the

proposed controller as follows:

IF the first input, ace i (t), is near zero AND the second input, dace i (t), is positive small, THEN the

corresponding output, du i , is negative small.

A full rule base is illustrated in Table 1 with 7 MFs for ace i(t) and dace i(t) and 9 MFs for du i(t) as

indicated in Figure 5.

Table 1. Rule matrix for the proposed FL controller.

dacei(t)
acei(t)
NB NM NS ZE PS PM PB

NB NB NB NB NM NS NVS ZE
NM NB NB NM NS NVS ZE PVS
NS NB NM NS NVS ZE PVS PS
ZE NM NS NVS ZE PVS PS PM
PS NS NVS ZE PVS PS PM PB
PM NVS ZE PVS PS PM PB PB
PB ZE PVS PS PM PB PB PB

NB – Negative Big, NVS – Negative Very Small, NM – Negative, NS – Negative Small, ZE – Zero, PVS – Positive Very

Small, PS – Positive Small, PM – Positive Medium, PB – Positive Big

Figure 5. Degree of membership functions and the 3D surface of the given FL controller.
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In this design, the MAX–MIN composition is used in which each output, MF, is obtained by a MIN

operator. Meanwhile, a MAX operator has been used for the corresponding fuzzy logic output [27]. Furthermore,

this operation is illustrated in Figure 5 as the 3D membership surface. To verify the effectiveness of this control

strategy, the next section will carry out the simulation processes using the MATLAB/Simulink package.

4. Simulation results

In this study, 4 simulated cases of regulators are considered, namely I, PI, PID, and PI-based FL controller. In

order to evaluate the effectiveness of different controllers based on the tie-line bias control strategy mentioned

earlier, a condition of step-load changes is fed to all simulation cases at the starting time of zero as given below

D = [∆PD1, ∆PD2, ∆PD3, ∆PD4, ∆PD5, ∆PD6]
T

= [2(%), 1(%), 1.2(%), 1.5(%), 0(%), 1(%) ]T
,

(24)

where ∆PDi is the load change in the corresponding control area #i . Our control objective is to adjust the state

vector XFP = [∆fi, ∆Ptie,i]
T , which has to converge towards the zero-steady state X0

FP = [O(1, 6), O(1, 6)]
T

with the best control characteristics, such as the smallest overshoots and the shortest settling times. By using

the MATLAB/Simulink package, simulation results have been obtained. Figure 6 illustrates the frequency

deviations of the 1st and 6th control areas, corresponding to the application of I and PID controllers in the

given control system. Figure 7 shows the frequency deviations of the above areas using PI and FL controllers.

Figure 8 plots the tie-line power deviations of the 2nd and 3rd areas for three cases: I, PI, and PID controller.
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Figure 6. Frequency deviations of the 1st and 6th control

areas using I and PID controllers.

Figure 7. Frequency deviations of the 1st and 6th control

areas using PI and PI-FL controllers.

The following figures present a comparison of the different controllers used above. Figure 9a indicates the

response of frequency deviation using different controllers only for the first area. By calculating the frequency

deviation errors of the above controllers, Figure 9b plots the corresponding error curves. As shown in this

figure, the frequency change error between I-PID controllers is the smallest, whereas the bias of I-FL controllers

is the largest. Figures 10 and 11 indicate the absolute values of the first overshoots and the settling times of

all control areas using different types of controllers. In Figure 11, a permissible frequency tolerance of 0.1% for

the comparison aim of the proposed controllers is given.
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Figure 8. Tie line power deviations of the 2nd and 3rd

control areas.

Figure 9. Comparison of the given controllers for the con-

trol area #1: (a) Different controllers used in the control

area #1; (b) Frequency deviation errors.

Integral PI PID FLC
0

0.005

0.01

0.015

0.02

0.025

0.03

0.035

Type of Controller

A
bs

ol
u

ti
on

 o
f t

h
e 

fi
rs

t 
ov

er
sh

oo
t 

(p
u

)

 

1st
2nd
3rd
4th
5th
6th

Integral PI PID FLC
0

5

10

15

20

25

30

Type of Controller

se
tt

li
n

g 
ti

m
es

 (
s)

 

1st

2nd

3rd
4th

5th

6th

Figure 10. The absolution of the first overshoots of all

control areas.

Figure 11. The settling times of all control areas corre-

sponding to the acceptable frequency tolerance of 0.1%.

Furthermore, to demonstrate numerically the obtained results, Tables 2 and 3 represent comparisons

of the PI-based FL controller with the other controllers for all control areas. According to Table 2, the first

overshoots of the FL controller dynamic response are approximate from 36.56% to 90.13% in comparison with

those of the other controllers. In addition, the corresponding settling times are approximated from 19% to

98.26% compared with the conventional controllers. These results verify that both the first overshoot (the

maximum overshoot) and the settling time of the PI-based FL controller are much smaller than those of

the other controllers. Consequently, PI-based FL controllers have achieved the better control performances

compared with the conventional controller. This leads to the best choice of the FL frequency controller based

on PI principle for the most efficient solution of the frequency maintenance problem.
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Table 2. The comparison of the first overshoot, in percent. The results of the PI-based FL controller are much smaller

than those of the other regulators (from 36.5578% to 90.1321%) to demonstrate the efficient control performance of the

proposed FL controller.

Controller Area #1 Area #2 Area #3 Area #4 Area #5 Area #6
FL-I 84.0868 38.8548 67.9353 36.5578 67.9839 36.5578
FL-PI 83.9550 38.5150 67.6067 36.3980 67.8045 36.3980
FL-PID 90.1321 41.9895 72.8183 41.5722 81.5888 43.5064

Table 3. Comparison of the settling times, in percent; the given frequency tolerance is 0.1%. The settling times of the

PI-based FL controller are much smaller than those of the other controllers to verify its dominant features.

Controller Area #1 Area #2 Area #3 Area #4 Area #5 Area #6
FL-I 34.2532 82.3184 33.1244 15.1310 22.8100 21.7496
FL-PI 39.2220 82.8078 39.1683 19.0005 25.2363 27.3118
FL-PID 64.9606 98.2616 73.4166 40.6910 50.5558 58.4901

5. Discussion and conclusion

A typical model of a 6-control-area nonreheat interconnected power system has been designed in this work to

deal with the frequency control strategy against load variations. In addition, different controllers (I, PI, PID, and

PI-based FL) based on the tie-line bias control scheme have been analyzed in order to maintain the frequency

and tie-line power flow at the nominal value and scheduled power, respectively. The obtained simulation results

demonstrate clearly the effectiveness of the PI-based FL controllers to solve the problem of frequency stability in

comparison with the other regulators. For future work, the proposed PI-based FL controllers will be combined

with other modern techniques, e.g., artificial neural network (ANN), to adapt more effectively to the diversity

and complexity of large-scale power systems in reality. In principle, this modern control technique can be used

to automatically tune the correct gain factors of the corresponding FL controllers. Furthermore, practical large-

scale power systems, such as Sichuan’s electric grid in China, should be of interest to model. The improved

control strategies will then be applied to this model to ensure the stability, efficiency, and economy during the

actual working process of the power system.
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Nomenclature

i index of the control area #i , i = 1, 2, 3, 4,
5, 6

fn nominal frequency, fn = 50 Hz
f real frequency of the network, Hz
Ptie,i tie line power flow, pu
∆fi(t) frequency deviation, in time domain, pu
∆Fi(s) frequency deviation, in Laplace domain, pu
∆PDi load variation, pu

∆Ptie,i tie-line power flow deviation, pu
TGi time constant of governor, sec
TTGi time constant of nonreheat turbo-generator

unit, s
Kpi gain of power system, Hz/pu.MW
Tpi time constant of power system, s
Tij tie-line time constant, s
Bi frequency bias factor, MW/pu.Hz
Ri speed regulation factor, Hz/pu.MW
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Appendix

6-control-area interconnected power system parameters.

TG1 = 0.08, TG2 = 0.12, TG3 = TG4 = TG5 = TG6 = 0.1

TTG1 = 0.3, TTG2 = 0.3, TTG3 = TTG4 = TTG5 = TTG6 = 0.35

Kp1 = 120, Kp2 = 100, Kp3 = Kp4 = Kp5 = KP6 = 98

Tp1 = 18, Tp2 = 20, Tp3 = Tp4 = Tp5 = Tp6 = 25; Tij = 0.071
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