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Abstract: Electrolyte current must be controlled in the water electrolysis systems. For this purpose, the power converter
for the cell stack of the electrolyzer used in industrial hydrogen production is realized. A series resonant converter, which
is suitable for high input voltage and low output current applications, is used as power stage of the electrolyzer. The
high-frequency transformer is used for the impedance matching. While the system is running, the electrical resistance
of the electrolyzer changes continuously; thus, fuzzy logic controller (FLC) is used to control the output current of the
power converter. In this study, a 700-W converter prototype is designed and controlled by the frequency modulation
technique in the range of 290–360 kHz. The converter is tested for different output currents and it is observed that the
power switches are turned on under soft switching conditions while FLC closely follows reference inputs.

Key words: Fuzzy logic controller, resonant converter, soft switching, electrolysis

1. Introduction
Hydrogen can be produced easily in high purity by electrolysis of water. The basic function of electrolysis is
to separate the water components, which are oxygen and hydrogen. The hydrogen produced by this method
is proportional to applied direct current to electrolyte, which is a chemical compound and can conduct the
electric current [1, 2]. Especially, it increases interest in the DC–DC converters that are used to perform
controlled power flow in the systems. The systems are constituted to produce hydrogen by electrolysis [2–13].
The converters can be controlled by pulse width modulation (PWM) [2–7] or resonant switching techniques
[8–13]. The studies on DC–DC converters usually aim at improving efficiency and reducing cost and volume
[14–22]. Higher power density can be achieved by increasing the switching frequency of the converter. However,
increasing the switching frequency (fs) in the PWM control technique leads to increase in the switching losses,
electromagnetic interference, and stresses on the switches [17, 18]. In resonant converters, power switches can be
soft-controlled instead of hard switching, which is in consequence of PWM switching. Soft switching is achieved
by converting the square wave voltage across the switch or the square wave current flowing through the switch
into the sinusoidal form obtained by using the LC resonance elements. [21, 22].

The load resonant converters can be classified into two main groups as series resonant converter (SRC)
and parallel resonant converter (PRC) as regards to transfer of power from the resonance circuit [23]. The SRC
is especially preferred for high input voltage and low output current applications [24, 25]. The resonance current
is proportional to the load current. Along with reduction in the load, the resonance current also decreases, which
leads to reduction in conducting and the switching losses. Also, since the series resonance capacitor blocks the
∗Correspondence: snacar@kastamonu.edu.tr
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DC components, the saturation of high-frequency transformer can be avoided [24, 26]. For the electrolysis
applications, both isolated and nonisolated different converter topologies were used in previous studies [2–13].

The amount of hydrogen produced by the electrolysis method is directly proportional to the applied direct
current to the electrolyte. Moreover, the electrical resistance of the electrolyzer varies considerably depending
on the temperature and the concentration ratio [1]. Therefore, the output current of the converter should be
controlled. The nonlinear systems can be controlled by FLC. In addition, in performing the output regulation,
FLC is more robust than proportional integral differential (PID) controller against changing system parameters
such as the reference value, the input voltage, and the load [27–31]. In this study, SRC is preferred for the power
stage of the system since the output current is low-level. Also, FLC is selected as the control technique of SRC
to regulate the current. The rule base of FLC, which has two inputs and one output, consists of 25 rules. It
is operated by using a digital signal controller (DSC). The converter is designed to operate above the resonant
frequency to increase the effectiveness of the resonance circuit functioning as a filter. Thus, the harmonics of the
square wave voltage are effectively removed. Moreover, it is guaranteed that MOSFETs and rectifier diodes are
turned on under soft switching conditions. The analysis of SRC is performed with the fundamental harmonic
approximation (FHA) especially giving accurate results at the resonant frequency and above.

2. Electrolysis system with series resonant converter

The circuit structure of fuzzy logic controlled electrolysis system is shown in Figure 1. The system consists of
a full bridge series resonant converter, high-frequency transformer (T), the rectifier circuit, a stack as DC load
and a control circuit. The full bridge inverter stage produces a square wave voltage vab by driving of M1-4 and
M2-3 switches alternately. The resonant circuit consists of the leakage inductance (L) of the high-frequency
transformer and externally added resonant capacitor (C). The output of SRC is rectified and filtered with Co

capacitor, to obtain DC electrolysis current Io.
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Figure 1. Fuzzy logic controlled electrolysis system.

2.1. SRC analysis

The fundamental harmonic approach (FHA) is used to determine the gain of the converter and the following
assumptions are accepted in the analysis [32].
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1. The circuit is operating under steady-state conditions.
2. The input/output filter capacitor is large enough for the constant voltage supply.
3. All circuit elements are ideal.
4. The secondary circuit is reflected as Re to the primary side.

The equivalent circuit obtained from these assumptions is given in Figure 2. The voltage (ve) across Re is
the reflected voltage to the primary side and obtained by multiplying the output voltage Vo by the conversion
ratio “a” (n1/n2) of the transformer.
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R e

+
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L m
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t

ve1

+aVo
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Figure 2. The equivalent circuit of SRC.

Since the magnetism inductance Lm≫L, the effect of Lm at the resonance frequency (fr) can be neglected
and the equivalent circuit can be simplified as shown in Figure 3.

LC

vab R e
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Figure 3. The simplified equivalent circuit of SRC.

As seen from the simplified equivalent circuit, the resonant circuit of the converter is a basic series RLC
circuit. The resonant frequency and normalized frequency (fn) by using the swtiching frequency (fs) of the
converter are

fr =
1

2π
√
LC

, (1)

fn =
fs
fr

. (2)

The quality factor of the converter is given in the following equation.

Q =
2πfrL

Re
(3)

The value of equivalent resistance Re is given in Eq. (4) [32].

Re =
Ve1

Ie
=

4aVo

π
Ioπ
2a

=
8a2Vo

π2Io
(4)
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The gain of the simplified equivalent circuit is obtained by dividing the fundamental components of
output and input voltages as follows [32].

M =
Ve1

V1
=

4aVo

π
4V
π

=
Voa

V
=

1√
1 + (

XL −XC ]

Re
)2

(5)

As given in Eq. (5), the gain is unity at fr since the XL and XC reactances are equal. In this case, the
series resonance current is pure sine. The frequency-gain curves for different quality factors are given in Figure
4. As seen from the curves, the converter has two different operation regions (ZCS and ZVS). Furthermore, the
gain at fr is independent of the load, and this is an important design criteria.

In the ZVS region, the gain is less than unity and the slope is negative, the MOSFETs turn on with zero
voltage. This reduces turn-on switching losses. In ZCS region, switches turn off with zero current; however,
turn-on losses increase and efficiency of the converter decreases.
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Figure 4. Normalized frequency-gain response for differ-
ent Q values of SRC.

Figure 5. The operating intervals for fs> fr.

The operating intervals of the converter in ZVS region are given in Figure 5. The operating modes for
ZVS region can be divided to four modes; Mode I (t0 ≤ t < t1): When M2-3 are turned off at t0, the body
diodes D1-4 conduct the negative iL. In this case, the voltages at the terminals of M1-4 are clamped to the diode
voltage so that the ZVS condition for these MOSFETs is formed. Mode II (t1 ≤ t < t2): As soon as D1-4

are turned off at t1, M1-4 are turned on under ZVS condition. In this mode, the resonant current is positive.
Mode III (t2 ≤ t < t3): This mode is similar to Mode I. When M1-4 are turned off at t2, the D2-3 diodes are
conducted by the positive iL. Mode IV (t3 ≤ t < t4): This mode is similar to Mode II. When D2-3 are turned
off at t3, M2-3 are turned on with ZVS. Thus, the operation of converter completes in 4 different modes. After
t4, the operation modes of the converter repeat from Mode 1 to Mode 4.

2.2. The fuzzy logic control system

The control of systems is usually difficult for continuously changing input/output parameters. Therefore, the
control of systems, which are mathematically difficult to analyze and have variable parameters, can be realized
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with fuzzy logic controller. Because the expert knowledge and FLC units (fuzzification, rule base, inference
engine, and defuzzification), which are operated according to certain rules, are sufficient to control a system.

The output parameter for the proposed FLC electrolysis system is electrolysis current (Io) and the control
variable is the switching period (Ts). The dynamic behavior of the system required to form the rule base is
given in Figure 6.

I
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c e

+

+ +

+ + ++

+-

-

-

-

- - -

+- -

Figure 6. The dynamic behavior of the system.

The control circuit locks the electrolysis current to the reference value with fuzzy logic controller. The
inputs of FLC; error (e) is the difference between the reference value and the measured value, the error in the
change (ce) is the difference between the current error and the previous error. The change in the switching
period (u), which is the control variable, is determined by e and ce. The control signals are produced by the
DSC’s high-speed PWM module.

The input and output linguistic variables N, Z, P, B, and S of FLC are negative, zero, positive, big, and
small, respectively. The rule base of FLC is formed by the IF-THEN rules. For example, if e is NB and ce is
PS then u is NB. The rule base, which is established by considering the dynamic behavior of the system with
the IF-THEN rules, is given in Table 1.

Table 1. Rule base.

e/ce NB NS Z PS PB
NB NB NB NB NB Z
NS NB NS NS Z PB
Z NB NS Z PS PB
PS NB Z PS PS PB
PB Z PB PB PB PB

As seen in Figure 7, triangular and trapezoid membership functions are used in the input and output
variables of FLC. While the x-axis shows the membership values of variables, the y-axis shows the membership
level of the corresponding variable. In FLC, min-max (Mamdani) is used as the fuzzy inference method and
the center of gravity method is used as the defuzzification method.
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Figure 7. Input and output membership functions of FLC.

Analog integrated circuits, PLC and DSP are used for the control of converters in studies carried out for
electrolysis [5–7, 11, 12, 26]. Among the microcontroller systems such as PLC and DSP, the low-cost DSPIC is
preferred to control the electrolysis system.

3. Experimental study

The experimental setup for electrolysis is given in Figure 8.

MOSFET  driver

Control circuit

SRC

Stack

Electrolyte Input

Output  of

 
gas

Figure 8. The experimental setup.

To set the hydrogen production system, the alkaline electrolysis stack consisting of 15 serial cells is filled
with 18 L of electrolyte prepared. The electrolyte is composed of water and 30% potassium hydroxide, which is
used to increase the conductivity of water. Prior to performing the closed-loop control of the system, voltages
of 0 to 35 V are applied to the stack and the current is measured to obtain the load characterization of the
stack. The stack and current-voltage curve from the experimental measurements are given in Figure 9.

The input voltage (V) of the converter is obtained by rectified mains. Under nominal conditions, the
electrolysis current value is set to 20 A. When considering the losses, it is accepted that the converter works
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Figure 9. The alkaline electrolyzer, a) Physical box of electrolyzer appearance and b) The current-voltage curve.

with 95% efficiency for the full load at fr. However, at nominal conditions, the converter gain M is accepted to
be 0.9 in order to guarantee ZVS. The parameters of the converter are given in Table 2.

Table 2. Rule base.

V 310 V Lm 800 µH
Vo 33-36 V C 10 nF
Po 700 W fr 218 kHz
a 8:1 M1-4 IRFP460
L 53 µH DR5-8 DSEI60-06A

In the hydrogen production system, a low-cost 16-bit DSPIC33FJ16GS502 digital signal controller is used
to operate the control algorithm, generate the gate signals and digitize the feedback information. DSC is more
functional and flexible than analog integrated circuits and it is cheaper, easier to access and use than PLC and
DSP. The electrolysis current is measured by the hall-effect sensor and then digitized by the ADC module of
DSC.

In order to observe whether the current applied to the stack for hydrogen production at different rates
could follow the reference value, the system is initially operated for the reference current value of 15 A, then the
system is stopped and operated again after the reference current value is changed to 20 A. The stack current
and voltage for these reference values are given in Figure 10.

The current of stack closely follows the changed reference current value by the FLC. Figure 11 shows the
resonant current and voltage according to the changed reference value. It is seen that amplitude of the current
changes with the changing reference current. This is accomplished by controlling the switching frequency from
360 to 290 kHz. Thus, the power control of the converter from 400 to 700 W is carried out by changing the
switching frequency.

The drain current (iM1) and drain-source voltage (vM1) waveforms of the MOSFET in the full bridge
circuit are given in Figure 12.

According to Figure 12, the MOSFET is switched on with zero voltage. To show the validity and
robustness of proposed FLC controller, the reference value is changed while the electrolysis process is continuing,
as shown in Figure 13.
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CH1:10 V      CH2:5 A      M:0.5 s CH1:10 V      CH2:5 A      M:0.5 s
(a) (b)

IO

VO

VO

IO

 
Figure 10. The current and voltage of the stack for different references values, a) for 15 A and b) for 20 A.

CH1:100 V      CH2:2 A      M:1 µs CH1:100 V      CH2:2 A      M:1 µs
(a) (b)

vab vab

iL iL

Figure 11. The resonant current and inverter voltage for different references values, a) for 15 A and b) for 20 A.

At the start, the reference value is selected as 15 A and then changed to 20 A, and the reference value
is changed to the initial value 15 A again. According to Figure 13, the FLC continues to follow the reference
value even if the reference value is changed while the system continues to operate.

4. Conclusions
In this study, the FLC-controlled SRC is designed to produce hydrogen at the desired rates from the electrolysis
stack. The FLC regulates the output current with frequency modulation at around 300 kHz switching frequency.
Low switching losses, low electromagnetic interference, and high power density are the advantages of the designed
SRC. FLC algorithm closely follows the reference value under nonlinear variable conditions. DSC can easily
achieve FLC method for high-frequency resonant converter. The output power of the converter is controlled
between 700 and 400 W for the switching frequency range between 290 and 360 kHz despite changing load
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CH1:100 V      CH2:2 A      M:1 µs CH1:100 V      CH2:2 A      M:1 µs
(a) (b)

vM1 vM1

iM1 iM1

 

Figure 12. The current and voltage of the switch for different reference values, a) for 15 A and b) for 20 A.

C H 1: 10 V       C H 2: 5 A       M : 1 s

V O

I O

 
Figure 13. The robustness of FLC for changing reference values.

and reference current values. Finally, the digital control of the designed system is carried out by means of the
low-cost microcontroller.
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